
Year 4 Block 1  Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6 

Key themes Diversity Anglo-Saxons  Vikings (follow o 

from Anglo-Saxons) 
Rainforest Greeks 

Suggested 

texts 

Coming to England 

 

Beowulf 

 

The Boy who Biked the 

World 

 

Viking Boy 

 

The Great Kapok 

Tree 

 

Odysseus 

 

Writing outcome Letter writing Suspense writing  Narrative – descriptive 

writing 

Instructional piece Opinion 

piece/balanced 

argument 

Myth/Legend 

Curriculum links History & Geog: 

transportation – cities & 

national(immigration), 

Bristol Bus Boycott 

 

STEM: 

Computing - Staying safe 

online (Use technology 

safely, respectfully and 

responsibly)  

 

Art &DT: passport creation 

and portraits 

 

PSHE: Identity, society and 

equality -  

Democracy 

 

Maths: White Rose 

History: Anglo-Saxons – 

beliefs and burials 

 

Art &DT: design and 

creation of armour and 

props for film 

 

STEM:  

Computing - 

PowerPoint  

 

Art & DT: scenery 

creation with use of 

light and dark 

 

PSHE: Drug, 
alcohol and 
tobacco 
education -  

Making choices 

 

Maths: White Rose 

Geog: Europe 

 

 

PSHE: Physical health 

and wellbeing -  

What is important to 

me? 

 

Maths: White Rose 

History: Vikings  

 

STEM:  

Computing - Coding 

(using sequencing and 

loops on Scratch)  

 

PSHE: Keeping safe 

and managing risk- 

Playing safe 

St John’s Ambulance 

visit/first aid talk 

 

Maths: White Rose 

Geog: Rainforests  

 

Art &DT: Mixed 

media rainforest 

artwork 

 

PSHE: Relationships 

and health 

education -  

Growing up and 

changing 

 

Maths: White Rose 

History: Ancient 

Greeks  

 

STEM: 

interpreting data, 

temperature readings, 

line graphs (for times 

and changes in states 

of matter) 

Computing - Coding 

(Use Scratch to create 

a quiz about Greek 

gods)  

 

Art &DT: designing 

and creating models 

of settlements to 

compare and 

contrast 

 

PSHE: Relationships 

and health education 

- 

Growing up and 

changing 

 

Maths: White Rose 

Skills Suggest suitable sources 

of evidence for historical 

enquiries. 

- Timeline the key 

dates and events 

Locational 

- Locate Europe on 

world map 

- Timeline the key 

dates and events 

of the Viking rule 

- Locate and 

label the world’s 

rainforests 

- Label a timeline 

with the important 

dates 



-Describe the social, 

ethnic, cultural or religious 

diversity of past society. 

-Use dates and terms to 

describe events. 

-Use literacy, numeracy 

and computing skills to a 

good standard to 

communicate information 

about the past. 

of the Anglo Saxon 

invasion 

- Locate key areas 

on map of Britain 

- Using artefacts to 

gather 

information/ask 

questions 

- Use key vocabulary 

to explain changes 

during era and 

impact on England 

- Compare and 

contrast England 

then to now 

- Locate countries in 

relation to Great 

Britain 

 

Population: 

- Graph the 

populations of 

countries in Europe 

- Compare 

population sizes to 

Great Britain 

- Summarise key 

information 

 

Rivers: 

- Locate the 5 

primary rivers 

 

Mountains: 

-  

 

- Organise 

information about 

key artefacts 

- Use artefacts to 

gather information 

about era 

- Use key 

vocabulary to 

explain how the 

Vikings carried out 

raids and 

expeditions 

- Explain how Viking 

beliefs were 

different to 

Christian beliefs 

 

- Organise 

information 

about the 

rainforests 

- Use tables to 

display 

information 

- Compare the 

rainforest to 

other biomes 

- Describe how 

human 

processes 

impact the 

rainforest 

 

- Name some of 

the legacies of 

the Ancient 

Greeks 

- List some Greek 

myths and 

legends 

- Name some 

famous Greek 

buildings 

- List examples of 

buildings inspired 

by Greek 

architecture 

- Using primary 

evidence to 

understand the 

past 

- To understand the 

impact on today 

Knowledge History & Geog: 

transportation/immigration 

• Immigrants from the 

Commonwealth 

invited to fill 

vacancies in vital 

industries 

• -There was a labour 

shortage on the 

buses. 

• The Bristol Bus Boycott 

1963 because Bristol 

Omnibus Company 

did not employ black 

or Asian bus crews in 

Bristol, England. 

• They were employed 

in lower paid positions 

in workshops and 

canteens.  

• -Inspired by Rosa Parks 

to activists decided 

on a bus boycott in 

Bristol. 

• -The boycott drew 

national attention to 

History: Anglo-Saxons 

(focus on beliefs, 

burials & literature) 

• The Anglo-Saxons 

came to Britain to 

farm 

• Invaded after the 

departure of the 

Roman army 

• Burial sites – Sutton-

Hoo in East Anglia 

• Significant role I n 

bringing Christianity 

to England 

• Early literature – 

Beowulf (written in 

about 700 CE) 

 

Key vocab:  

descendants, 

conquered, 

stability, collapse, 

medieval, pagan, 

legacy, literature, 

Christianisation 

 

Geog: Europe 

Locational: 

• Europe is a 

continent 

• Over 50 different 

countries 

• 23 officially 

recognised 

languages 

• Located in the 

norther 

hemisphere 

 

Population: 

• Second smallest 

continent but third 

largest population 

• Vatican is the 

smallest country in 

Europe 

• Hum, Croatia has 

the smallest 

population (21 

inhabitants) 

History: Vikings 

• Vikings came from 

Scandinavia 

• Colonised parts of 

Europe between 

790-1100 CE 

• Battle with Anglo-

Saxons to control 

Britain 

• Powerful sailors, 

traders and 

explorers (Leif 

Eriksson) 

• Used longships for 

travel 

• Raided and 

colonised many 

locations in Britain 

and Europe 

• Worshipped many 

gods (e.g. Odin, 

Thor) 

• 1066 King Harold 

defeated by 

William – Battle of 

Hastings 

Geog: Rainforests 

• Biomes are ways 

to categorise 

the Earth’s 

surface – 

terrestrial and 

aquatic 

• There 10 biomes 

• Tropical 

rainforests occur 

in equatorial 

and sub-

equatorial 

climate zones 

• Many food items 

come from 

rainforests 

• About 25% of 

medicines come 

from rainforests 

• Deforestation is 

a major problem 

for world climate 

• Variety of plants, 

animals and 

History: Greeks 

• Ancient Greek 

era: 700-480 BC 

• Made up of 

hundreds of city-

states – often at 

war 

• Greek legacies – 

architecture, 

democracy, 

sports, art, 

theatre, 

philosophy, 

science, maths 

(evident today) 

• Famous myths 

and legends e.g. 

Theseus and the 

Minotaur 

• Athens was one 

of the first to use a 

democratic 

system of 

government 

 

 



racial discrimination in 

Britain. 

• Supported by national 

politicians. 

• The Boycott was 

turning point in British 

history.  

• Race Relations Act 

1965  which made 

“racial discrimination 

unlawful in public 

places. 

• -Unite, the successor 

to the Transport and 

General Workers 

Union, issued an 

apology in February 

2013. 

• -In 2009, Stephenson 

was awarded the OBE 

for his part in 

organising the bus 

boycott. Bailey and 

Hackett were also 

awarded OBEs. 

 

Key vocab: advantages, 

disadvantages, 

congestion, pollution, 

vulnerable, networks, 

frequently, bridleway, 

conflict, activist, boycott, 

colour bar,  

civil rights,  discrimination,   

diversity, immigrant  

immigration, prejudice 

racism 

 • Istanbul, Turkey – 

highest populated 

city 

 

Rivers: 

• 5 primary rivers – 

the Volga, the 

Danube, the 

Rhine, the Elbe 

and the Loire 

• Longest river – the 

Volga (2.294 miles) 

 

Mountains: 

• Name some of 

Europe’s mountain 

ranges (E.g. Urals, 

Alps, Apennines, 

Scottish Highlands) 

• Highest mountain - 

Mount Elbrus, 

Russia (5,642 m) 

• Highest peak in 

the Alps – Mont 

Blanc (4,180m) 

 

Key vocab: 

population, 

inhabitants, source, 

remote, delta, 

mountain ranges, 

peak, summit, 

boundary 

 

 

Key vocab: 

Scandinavia, explorers, 

colonised, raid, 

seaborne, navigation, 

reputation, volatile 

insects that live 

in rainforests 

Key vocab: 

democracy, 

democratic, citizens, 

philosophy, 

civilisations, 

generation, demigod, 

amphoras, lekythos, 

literature, engineering 

Creative outcome Re-enactment of people 

entering England from 

Windrush generation  

Film re-enactment of 

Beowulf 

    

Cultural capital: Museum of London – 

Windrush stories 

British Museum  Tatton Park  Trip to Epping Forest British Museum/History 

Off the Page 

workshop 

       

Science Theme 

  

Sound 

 

Electricity 

 

 Animals, including 

humans – digestive 

system (complete after 

Living things and 

their habitats 

 



STEM: measurement, 

interpreting and 

presenting data, D&T 

making ear defenders 

 

STEM: D&T project to 

make circuit, 

measurement 

 

Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings?) 

 

STEM: measurement of 

parts digestive system 

Computing - Word 

publishing (Use word 

document to publish 

writing on the digestive 

system)  

 

Art &DT: creating a film 

about how to brush 

your teeth properly – 

models & use of IT 

 

(potential links to Tin 

Forest) 

 

STEM: reading 

temperatures and 

rainfall, collecting 

and presenting 

data, number line 

work, perimeter and 

area of rainforests 

Computing - 

Spreadsheets/graphs 

(Use spreadsheets 

and bar graphs to 

show data about 

deforestation)  

 

Suggested text & 

Writing outcome 

Books: 

 

Writing outcome: 

 

Books: 

The Highland Falcon 

Thief 

 

Writing outcome: 

Persuasive piece about 

the pros/cons of 

electricity or an 

explanation of how 

circuits work 

 Books 

A Journey Through the 

Digestive System 

(graphic novel) 

 

Writing outcome: 

‘The journey of a piece 

of food through the 

digestive system’ 

Books: 

 

Writing outcome: 

 

 

 


